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ski, later Minister of Finances, was his chief agent in St.
Petersburg. In the end Blioch lost all interest in railroad*
ing and began to dabble in scholarship and politics. He
published several learned works, including a "History of the
Russian Railroads," i.e., they were issued under his name
but were written by specialists whom he hired for the pur-
pose. He also became a propagandist of pacifism. I am
told that he made an effort to convert to his pacifistic faith
Empress Alexandra soon after her marriage to His Majesty,
but that it was labour lost.
Vyshnegradski was nominally head of the Management
of the South-Western Railroads. I was shocked to see how
he cringed before his superior, Blioch. As Vyshnegradski
was busy with a number of other things, the administration
of the affairs of the South-Western Railroads was practi-
cally in the hands of a young engineer by the name of
Kerbedz and myself. In addition to my serving in the
Management, I was also a member of Count Baranov's
Railroad Commission, In fact, I was the leading spirit of
the Commission. Its only tangible achievement was the
drafting of a set of Railroad Statutes, the text of which is
almost entirely rny work. In spite of considerable resist-
ance on the part of the Minister of Ways of Communica-
tion, these statutes became a law and are still in force.
In the meantime, the roads continued to yield a deficit
It was consequently decided to send me to Kiev, in the
hope that my presence there might help improve matters,
I went to Kiev and reorganized the entire management of
tbre roads with a view to centralizing it. The corporation
announced its intention to appoint me Director of the
roads, but the Government refused to confirm the appoint-
ment on the pretext that I did not have the degree of Trac-
tion Engineer. Soon after my arrival in Kiev, Vyshnegrad-
ski was appointed Minister of Finances, and a certain
Andreyevski succeeded him as Director of the South-